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A General Guide 


Public Rights of Way 


Public Rights of Way (PROW) are paths and tracks 
open to the public. 


PROW are your means of exploring and enjoying the 
countryside, and travelling between places without 
using roads. 


Essex County Council is responsible for maintaining 
these paths by: 


® Installing or repairing signposts, waymarkers 


and bridges 
Cutting and clearing natural vegetation 
Restoring drainage systems 


Repairing the surface 


Ensuring that landowners fulfil their legal 
obligations towards paths 


There are three types of public right 
of way: 
Footpaths - for walkers 


Bridleways - for walkers, horse riders and pedal 
cyclists 


Byways - for walkers, horse riders, pedal cyclists, 
horse-drawn and motorised vehicles. Some are only 
open to vehicles at certain times of the year. 


It is important to remember that a PROW provides an 
access route only and that the land either side is still 
private property. 


DISCOVER YOUR LOCAL PATHS 


Ordnance Survey Maps (which can be purchased from 


good bookshops) show most PROW. In addition, the 
Definitive Map, which is the legal document showing the 
routes of all PROW, is held by the County Council (copies are 
held by your local Borough/District/Parish Council). This map 
can be viewed by appointment. 


Essex County Council publishes a Directory of Walks and 
Rides, which is a free guide to promoted routes available 
around the County. 


How are routes signed? 


By law, all PROW should be signed where they leave 
a road. They are normally signed using fingerposts, 
which direct walkers and riders off the road and 
onto the paths. Beyond the road, waymarking 
arrows assist you where a path changes direction 
or meets a junction with another path. The arrows are 
coloured to explain the type of PROW: 


C) Yellow arrow - Footpath 


ee Blue arrow - Bridleway 


e Red arrow - Byway 


It is recommended that you use a map or follow a 
publicised route to find your way around. 


Ploughing and cropping 


Farmers may cultivate a PROW if it crosses a field (unless it is 
a byway), but may not disturb field-edge paths. If a cross-field 
path is ploughed with the rest of the field the farmer must 
restore the surface and mark the route on the ground within 14 
days, and keep it free from obstruction by crops. 


Fences, Stiles and Gates 


A PROW must not be obstructed in any way, including by 
fencing, barbed wire or electric fences. 


The County Council must give permission to farmers to install 
stiles and gates. Permission is dependant on the stile or gate 
being needed to control animals on agricultural or forestry 
land. 


Stiles and gates are generally maintained by the farmer but the 
County Council can offer assistance. 


Overgrown and muddy paths 


Due to the nature of routes and seasonal changes, 
surface conditions can vary greatly. The County 
Council is responsible for the surfacing and drainage 
of paths and for the cutting of vegetation growing up 
from their surface. Cutting seasonal vegetation 1s 
carried out through a programme during the spring and 
summer months. Side vegetation growing over a path, 
such as trees and hedges, is the responsibility of the 
landowner. 


Dangerous animals 


An animal that is known to be dangerous must not be 
loose on land crossed by a PROW. By law, for your 
safety, only young bulls or beef bulls kept with cows 
are allowed in such fields. However, you should 
always take extra care and watch any animals you 
come across until you have passed them. 


Taking your dog for a walk 


Dogs can be taken on PROW, but must be kept under 
close control. Please always clear up after your dog, 
and it is advisable to keep it on the lead, especially 
near livestock. 


